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economic development in all European countries in the most varied directions : the predominantly agricultural states ought to be discouraged from industrialising themselves, and Germany would be the great supplier of industrial products for the whole area. In the words of a not unfriendly critic x this would imply that the other countries would be satellite states, dependent on Germany both politically and economically, and forced to produce what she thought good for herself and for them. But to coordinate, with Guillebaud, the words "for herself" and "for them " is simply to palliate the real state of things explained much more clearly by Funk himself. It is quite evident that no power could have taken upon herself the difficult and risky task of establishing such an order, where the actual power would be completely within her hands, unless for the sake of realising her own interests, even, at the expense of her unwilling partners, if there is a collision of interests. Germany must take precautions against any eventual secession of internal opponents of the cc New Order " in future conflicts, and the most complete industrial disarmament of the less reliable partners is the best precaution against such eventualities. Quite apart from the specific needs of war economy under the specific organisation of Central European economics 2 it is evident that any hegemonic power is bound to attempt the stabilisation of its rule by getting control of the banking system that controls most industrial enterprises. That this has been achieved under the slogan ofcc Aryanisation ", i.e. by the expropriation of the Jewish shareholders in banks and industries, may be a special feature of the Nazi regime, but any kind of " leadership " in a capitalist reconstruction of Europe involves securing control of the banking system, or collaboration with such groups within the banking system as are ready to become the tools of the leading power. There are no guarantees at all that the latter3s interests coincide with the need to develop maximum efficiency of the controlled economics. Even in agriculture, the field that German continental economics certainly tried to develop, the well-known concentration of the lower Danubian countries on growing soya beans took place long before Germany could exercise any pressure other than as the main customer of these countries. Certainly it was irrational from a purely economic point of view, but no European political system could do otherwise, unless it was sure of access to the Manchurian soya beans.
1 Guillebaud, op. cit.9 pp. 454-5.                  2 See above, Part I3 pp. 12-13.